GREAT FICTION BOOK STUDIES WITH
DISCUSSUION GUIDES

Affectionately Yours, Screwtape: The Devil and C.S.
Lewis.You will explore the Biblical, historical and cultural
depictions of Satan and hell and gain a deeper under-
standing of the nature of temptation and redemption. Itis
a five part small group study done on DVD

Solving The Davinci Code. Mystery. Brandon Gilvin. Chal-
ice Press,. It provides a context for understanding the
claims made in the popular book by exploring scripture,
non-canonical gospels, historical traditions, and current
thought to help readers discern for themselves the truth
about many questions regarding the history and future of
Christianity and the church. Book and study guide.

Widsom From The Five People You Meet in Heaven. Bran-
don Gilvin, Heather Godsey. Chalice Press. It uses the
wisdom literature of the Bible as a backdrop for discussion
of the best selling novel. It draws parellels between the
characters of the novel and Ecclesiastes, Proverbs,
Psalms, Songs of Solomon, and Job to explore what we
can learn about meaning, forgiveness, sacrifice, love, and
our own character. Book, DVD, Study Guide

Gifts of Gilead. Amy Lignitz Harken, Lee Hull Moses. Chal-
ice Press. You reavel alongside the life of John Ames |ll,
pausing to reflect on the scriptures, theological concepts,
and worldly experiences that define his life and the lives of
those around him. Book and Study Guide




+ In Search of The Kite Runner. Judi Slayden Hayes. Chalice Press.
This compares Hosseini’s graphic story of Amir and Hassan to sto-
ries of American literary figures, biblical patriarchs, and New Testa-
ment figures. She explores the quest for forgiveness and redemp-
tion, the meaning of a father’s biessing, the complexities of intrafam-
ily and other interpersonal relationships, the horror of abusive
power, and the lifelong effects of shame and guilt. It proves our per-
ceptions about the connections between doing good and being reli-
gious. DVD, book, study guide

» Inside The Red Tent. Sandra Hack Polaski. Chalice Press. it unrav-
els the stories of Leah,, Rachel, Zilpah, Bilhah, and Dinah, the
women in biblical patriarch Jacob’s life. It gives us insight into the
biblical text and into the lives of women in the ancient Near East.
Book and study guide

« Unveiling The Secret Life of Bees. Amy Lignitz Harken. Chalice
Press. We encounter themes of remembrance, forgiveness, recon-
ciliation, liberation, community, rituals, the feminine face of God,
and the important roles we play in one another’s lives. It is about
presence—divine presence and how we experience it and the pres-
ence of others and how salvation can be found there as well. DVD,
book, study guide

+ Finding God In The Shack. Randal Rauser. Paternoster. It takes
the reader on a fascinating journey through the story of the book and
its complex and controversial issues, from why God the Father is re-
vealed as an African American woman, to questions of the Trinity, to

the ever-vexing problem of evil. Book, study guide.

+ Unveiling Mary Magdalene. Liz Curtis Higgs. Random House. This
is based on the trouble-prone bibiical sisters. You will learn more
about the bad—and the good—in all of us.

Good Websites for book studies:
Thethoughtfulchristian.com—PCUSA website on bible studies, contem-
porary issues , spirituality, in the news, etc.

Speakingof faith.publicradio.org—Krista Tippett leading a new kind of
Conversation—and an evolving media program—about religion, spiritu-
ality, and large questions of meaning in every aspect of life.




